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MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING MACHINES 
Statement by Member for Bunbury 

MR DEAN (Bunbury) [12.56 pm]:  I draw to the attention of the House a most appalling turn of events in health 
care in the south west region.  This scandal has its origins in the Scan scam of 1998 when the federal budget 
allowed for approved Medicare benefit rebates to all groups that had purchased, or were about to purchase, 
magnetic resonance imaging machines.  Due to the scandal surrounding that situation and the consequent 
dropping of legal pursuits by the Director of Public Prosecutions, the Blandford investigation was established.  It 
was a review to assess without fear or favour the need for MRIs in Australia.  Imaging The South, a large 
diagnostic imaging service based in Bunbury, submitted a dedicated submission for such a facility in Bunbury.  
Two of the Blandford Committee’s recommendations were that seven more machines were needed in Australia 
and that the areas of need would be serviced on a case-by-case basis.  The south west was considered to be an 
area of need.   

On that basis and acting in a most reasonable way, Imaging The South purchased a $1.6 million facility to be 
collocated at the South West Health Campus.  In April this year I was present when the machine was installed - a 
photo opportunity.  However, 12 days ago when tenders were released - tenders as recommended under the 
Blanford report - the south west missed out.  No tender was let.  This decision was once again based on and 
dedicated to the federal health system, which cannot see further than the Great Dividing Range.  

The south west is the fastest growing area in Australia.  Forty patients a week are sent to Perth to be examined by 
MRI machines.  I assume most of them draw on the patient assisted travel scheme to do so.  I will write to the 
Minister for Health to ensure he has some influence in reversing this appalling decision. 
 


